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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY

TUNAME

HISTORIC

AND/OR COMMORN .
Govans Shopping Center

LOCATION

STREET & NUMBER

51,00 York Road

CITY, TOWN . = CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
Baltimore
— VICINITY OF
STATE COUNTY
Maryland
e
[KICLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS ; PRESENT USE
__DISTRICT -PuBLC X occuriep __AGRICULTURE __MUSEUM
" BUILDINGI(S) __PRIVATE __UNOCCUPIED X commeRciaL __PARK
__STRUCTURE __BOTH __WORK IN PROGRESS __EDUCATIONAL __PRIVATE RESIDENCE
_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE __ENTERTAINMENT __RELIGIOUS
__OBJECT __IN PROCESS X _YES: RESTRICTED __GOVERNMENT __SCIENTIFIC
__BEING CONSIDERED __YES: UNRESTRICTED __INDUSTRIAL __TRANSPORTAT'ON
_.NO —MILITARY __OTHER:

FLJOWNER OF PROPERTY

NAME
Telephone #:

STREET & NUMBER

CITY. TOWN STATE, zlp code
___ VICINITY OF
Liber #:
(F:IEESSTF};?'UUSFEIE}EEDS.ETC. Records Office Room 601 Folio #:
LA Baltimore City Courthouse
CITY. TOWN . . STATE
Balt imore : . Maryland 21202
' REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS
TITLE
City of Baltimore Neighborhood Survey
DATE

1977 __FEDERAL __STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL
DEPOSITORY FOR .. ’ . P - 2
SURVEY RECORDS Commission for Historic and Architectural Preservation
CITY. TOWN STATE

Baltimore , Maryland 21202

I
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L7 DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE - CHECK ONE
__EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED —UNALTERED X ORIGINAL SITE
X Goop __RUINS X _ALTERED —MOVED DATE
__FAIR __UNEXPOSED :

.

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Govans Shopping Center is a one story, yellow brick building complex reflecting
the commercial architecture that was popularly used in the late 1940's. The yellow
brick front facade is set in stretcher bond and there are vertical designs of con-
crete and brown brickwork separating the individual stores. The commercial signs
and neon lightwork of each store create the principal decoration of this otherwise
simple, adaptable building. Various glass storefront architecture decorates the
pedestrian level ofthe buildings. The storefront facade is altered as new adver-
tisements and gimmicks are created or as different businesses are established.

This shopping center, fronting a busy section of the York Road commercial corridor,
is located in the York-Woodbourne Urban Renewal Area.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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2 SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—PREHISTORIC  —ARCHEULUGY-PREHISTORIC  _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE  __RELIGION
—1400-1499 __ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC __CONSERVATION —LAW —_SCIENCE
—1500-1599 __AGRICULTURE __ECONOMICS __UITERATURE __SCULPTURE
—1600-1699 X ARCHITECTURE __EDUCATION __MILITARY —SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
—1700-1799 _ART __ENGINEERING —_MuUSsIC __THEATER
fwoo-wss X COMMERCE __EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT  __PHILOSOPHY __TRANSPORTATION
—1900- —COMMUNICATIONS __INDUSTRY __POLITICS/GOVERNMENT __OTHER (SPECIFY)

__INVENTION

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT

c.1945

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Govans Shopping Center reflects the commercial architecture that was poépularly
used in the late 1940's and early 1950's. Several buildings of similar design are
also ensconced around the York-Belvedere area.

Phis commercial growth along the York Road corridor shows that York Road, almost

ta the city line, was well within the commercial expansion of Baltimore City by

the end of World War II. Several businesses, expanding in terms of both scale

and diversity, began locating along York Road in Govans during the 20's and 30's.
This shopping center was among the first buildings of a new larger wave of commer-
‘cial development that was to become common in Govans. Since the 60's, however, many
‘of the profitable businesses have moved further away from downtown,and York Road,
now with a vacancy rate of 1034 in its commercial buildings, is becoming inhabited
by transient, unstable businesses. H

The York-Woodbourne Urban Renewal stmdy is presently attempting to curb these trends

so that they may create a new and viable commercial district in the York-Woodbourne !
area. The Govans Shopping Center is within this district.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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BHEMAJGH BIBLIOGEAPHICAL REFERENCES

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY

[liIGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY (
STATE COUNTY
EElFORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE
Bill Tamburrino, Planning Assistant
ORGANIZATION DATE
Commigsion for Hist. & Arch. Pres. 1977
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
100 N. Holliday Street 396-1,866
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Baltimore Maryland 21202

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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5400 York Road
Block 5026A Lot 001
Baltimore City
Baltimore County
Baltimore East Quad.
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(zovans Shoppng Center
5400 York Rd.
(5‘02.5)



